Abstract
Introduction
Riddles are prosaic questions conveyed through specific language which invite others to guess the identify of the object being asked. Riddles live on and develop in a community's language. Disctricts might have distinct variations in the spoken language and riddles reflect these. As with other oral literature, riddles reflect thought patterns, cultural heritage and values of the societies which own them. According to Brundvand (in Danandjaja, 192:21) riddles are part of oral folklore, particularly the question types.
A total of 158 riddles were collected from eight villages in the district of Kota Belud and Tuaran. These respondents are from the West Coast Bajau ethnic group. The riddles which had been collected were translated into Malay. The question and answer which constitute the riddle were classified according to their structure and theme.
Bajau ethnic group
Bajau is one of the minority ethnic group in Sabah. Until today, the Bajaus' origins are still unclear. There are studies which indicate that the Bajaus originated from the South Sulawesi. Others claim the Bahays are splinter groups from the Philippines who migrated to Northern Sabah. There are also claims that they are decended from a princess from Johore who was Philippines bound but her men were attacked in Bruneian waters. The princess ended up marrying the ruler of Brunei and her men stayed on the coast of Northern Borneo (Gusni, 2010) .
Present day Bajaus in Sabah are divided into two groups, the West Coast Bajau and the East Coast Bajau. The former is also known as the Sama, and the inhabit the west coast of Sabah from Kudat to Kota Kinabalu. They are concentrated in the districts of Kota Belud, Tuaran, Kota Kinabalu and Papar. Some East Coast Bajau prefers to be known as Bajau Kubang and they are found on the east coast of Sabah, mostly in the mainland districts of Semporna and Lahad Datu. Other East Coast Bajaus who inhabit the waters and islands around Semporna and Lahad Datu are knwon as pala'u. Despite being separeted demographically, and the two versions of Bajaus are quite different, the two groups share the language family (Sather, 1997) .
Writings and studies on the origins of the Bajau can be traced back to the the 20th century; including works by Warren, Sopher, Saleeby, Alliston, Nimmo and Sather. In the late 20th century, prolific researchers producing articles and books on the West Coast Bajau community are Yap Beng Liang (1990) , Gusni, Miller (2007) , Saidatul Nornis (1999; 2012) and Halena Sandera (2012) . Nevertheless research and writings about the folklore of the West Coast Bajau are less encountered; no studies on the Bajau's tekodon has been found.
Bajau riddles
The Bajaus, like other ethnic groups, have their rich culture and oral literature. The Bajaus have the kalang sama' or Bajau pantun, which are often sung during festivities like weddings and barunsai. Other than isun-isun, the Bajau riddles known as tekodon has been rarely studied. This could possibly be due to riddles now being rarely used as a tool to test the cognitive abilities of members of the community. Very few people could remember Bajau riddles. In the past, riddles had been used to past time, particularly amongst Bajaus who lived in the interiors and had minimal facilities for entertainment. Riddles therefore provided pleasure to the speaker and the people around him. It had the ability to create rapport and familiarity. They also used riddles to create humorous atmosphere and to test each others' cognitive prowess.
The structure of riddles
Based on riddles' content, riddles have structure (Sukatman, 2009 ), Sukatman classifed riddles into (1) metaphoric riddles, (2) pornographic riddles, (3) acronomic riddles, and 4 kecohan riddles. Sukatman also divided riddles according to their theme: (1) humour based on plants, (2) humour based on unique animals, (3) pornographic humour, (4) humour based on teasers or its lack of logic, and (5) humour based on unique objects. According to Inon Shaharuddin (1976), riddles' structure is achieved by way of hints (pembayang) and answers. Inon Shaharuddin studied Malay riddles, which he divided by hints and number of words. Lokman Abdul Samad (2004) studied the riddles of the Kadazandusun, known as Sundait. He classified the sundait by their theme and form, e.g., themes based on flora, fauna or home appliances, and themes of a sexual nature.
The structure of the Bajau tekodon
Based on structuring work done by Sukatman, Inon Shaharuddin and Lokman Abdul Samad, the strucutre of the tekodon can by divided into its hint and answer. Then its answer can be classified by theme, as done on the Kadazandusun's sundait by Lokman Abdul Samad. The identified structure of the Bajau tekodon is given below.
Metaphoric riddles
Based on its semantic structures, metaphoric riddles can be further divided into three types, namely plant -animal metaphor, object -human metaphor, and plant -human metaphor. These riddles use metaphoric questions or comparison of one essence to another to create unique and symbolic situations. The symbols describe or represent the object being hinted for listeners to guess. Examples of plant -animal metaphors are given below:
Plant -animal metaphor (personification)
The hints in these riddles use animals as metaphors with human personification.
( Its scales are of a dragon, its tuft are of a horse. Answer:
Pineapple. These riddles are arranged using direct comparative association (metaphor), i.e., comparing the buffalo's horns to cassava, and scales and tuft to pineapple. The pairs of metaphors associate physical characteristics of animals to plants with almost similar physical appearance.
Plant -human metaphor (personification)
The hints in these riddles use plants as metaphors with human personification.
( Wears clothes when young, naked when adult. Answer:
Bamboo.
Object -animal metaphor (personification)
The hints in these riddles use objects as metaphors with animal personification. Board underneath, shell above. Answer:
Tortoise.
Human -object metaphor
The hints in these riddles use human beings as metaphors to give life to objects. Full at night, hungry during the day. Answer:
Mosquito netting. Riddles which use human feelings as metaphors show objects being given human characteristics. For example, the sack which has its neck tied and its stomach filled up, and the mosquito netting which is portrayed as full at night and hungry during the day for not having eaten. All the riddles in this category show how plants, animals and objects were given human traits.
Riddles with lines of hints and words.
This type of riddles have their structure determined by the number of words in one line. The answers given could be in one or two words. In the case of Bajau tekodon, there can be found hints arranged into four lines akin to the Malay riddle pantun.
One line hint and one word answer.
This form is the most numerous of all forms of collected tekodon. Each line is simple and has two descriptive elements comprising of eight to twelve syllables. We cast it when we use, We keep it if we do not use. Answer:
Net (fishing).
Three line hint and one answer.
Despite these riddles have three lines, the words are short and the answers point to one object. The stem is wood, the root is rattan, the mouth is coconut. Answer:
Ladle (the type commonly used by the Bajaus).
Four lines and pantun-like.
Like Man walks in the bright night, Together with the princess' maid, One mother with many children, When there is friction, they are fiery. Answer:
Wooden match sticks.
Teasers and illogical riddles.
These riddles are statements or questions which are mere teasers to disrupt logic. Answers to this type of riddles could be just about anything as long as they are connected to the riddles. These type of riddles can be further divided into several forms, i.e., (a) play on logic, (b) play on sounds of language, (c) illogical riddles, (d) play on language, and (e) rationalisation of answers. However in Bajau riddles, there are only play on logic and rationalisation of answers types.
Rationalisation of answer riddles
These riddles show that the answers to the riddles do not make sense, and are not definitive, but rationally they are acceptable. The sought after answers are answers which do not make sense at all but have their own rational. What is sought is a silly answer to humour the people. Examples of such riddles are given below. Of all flowers, which flower is the highest? Answer:
Sunflower. These riddles show as long as the question and answers have a connection, they are considered rational; the important element being they appear humourous to listeners.
Play on logic riddles.
These are riddles which are answered according to logic acceptable to the person offering the answers. Sometimes the answers have no connection to the question but they make sense. Often answers for these riddles are also humourous. Several examples are given below.
( If a bunch of coconut falls into the river, how many will surface? Answer:
Half. All Bajau riddles demonstrate a simple and free structure. Metaphors can be found in Bajau riddles, like Sukatman reported metaphors in Javanese riddles. Language used is simple and generally cannot be described as 'refined' because these riddles were coined by simple village communities. Despite the presence of hints in the Bajau pantun riddles, they are not as refined as the hints encountered in the Malay pantun riddles.
Theme of Bajau tekodon.
The collection of Bajau tekodon could be classfied into several types, i.e., (1) objects and household items, (2) flora and fauna including edible plants, and animals on land, in the sea and river, (3) human beings including anatomy, physiological functions and human actions, and (4) events in their environment.
The dominant theme in Bajau riddles include objects and household items, flora and fauna, natural events, as well as human anatomy and actions.
Objects and household items.
Objects chosen in the Bajau riddles are items used by the Bajaus in their everyday living. For example, kitchen equipment such as pots, mortar stone, knives, ladle, coconut grater, lamp, wooden match sticks, etc. Equipment include farm tools, and fishing equipment including fish hooks, net, parang (machete), saw, etc. There are also riddles which refer to the structure of a house, e.g., stairs and roofs. It is unique that Bajau riddles include modern vehicles like the school bus, cars and trains in their theme. This observation could be attributable to the ongoing socio-economic development, as well mixing with and borrowing from Malay riddles which can be found in Sabahan society.
Examples of riddles on other objects.
( Of all cords, which cord must be cut? Answer:
Umbilical cord.
Human actions.
Riddles involving human actions seek for answers which are work done by people in their everyday lives. People carrying corpse. On the whole, the theme of riddles are rooted in the surroundings of the community, which includes flora and fauna, objects, as well as human actions and behaviour.
Conclusion.
The Bajaus have rich oral traditions, which include the isun-isun, kalang sama, oral tales and tekodon (riddles). Studies on tekodon have never been conducted. Despite problems like shortage of materials to be collected and plausible diffusion and borrowings from Malay and Iranun riddles, this is an effort to preserve tekodon before they become extinct. From this present study, Bajau riddles show similarities to studies done by Sukatman on Javanese riddles' structural construct. However pornographic riddles have not been found in the Bajau tekodon unlike their presence in Javanese, Iranun and Dusun riddles.
